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REPLY TO EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



Dear Sir: 

In response to the examiner's answer mailed October 31, 2005, the Applicant submits ihe 
following reply. 
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Attorney Docket No. At JS920000405US1 
Serial No. 09/657,116 

REPLY TO EXAMTNRR'S ANSWER. 
The appellant's disclosure and the '872 patent both disclose a graphical user interlace lor 
interacting with objects on a display screen. In general, both interlaces comprise a selection 
Object on the screen that is responsive to a user-activated controller, Tn both interfaces, the 
selection object also has a circular geometry. 

As already noted in the appeal brief, though, there are substantial differences between the 
two interfaces. Significantly, the selection object of the £ 872 patent (the "selection circle") has a 
fixed center during operation. The «872 patent indicates that the center may bo fixed at different 
positions on the screen at various times, but docs not indicate explicitly how the center may be 
positioned, from Lhe remainder of the description, though, it is clear that the user-activated 
controller is one-dimensional (i.e. only controls one parameter) and that the center of the 
selection circle is not responsive to the user-activated controller during a selection operation. 
Rather, the radius of the selection circle is the only attribute of the selection circle that is 
responsive to the one-dimensional user-activated controller. In contrast, the appellant's selection 
object (the "spotlight cursor") has a center that is responsive to a two-dimensional user-activated 
controller and a radius that is fixed during operation. 

As observed in the '872 patent, the selection circle is advantagcoiis for selecting an object 
in a two-dimensional display with a onc-dimcnsional controller. The spotlight cursor, in 
contrast, is advantageous for providing secondary content about objects in a two-dimensional 
display using a single selection object that can move in two dimensions. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

3. 





Rudolf Ok Siegesmnr 
Registration No. 37,720 
Suite 2000 

4627 N. Central Expressway 
Dallas, Texas 75205-4017 
214^528-2407 
FAX 214-528-2434 
Attorney for Applicant 
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